CB^Ol^ 


pg/s^ loo 


\S2l 


F33 






Ontario 



Ministry of the 
Environment 



5aH 



UBRARircr 



J* TORONTO "^^ 

A ^pR 2 8 1988 



FINAL GOVERNMENT REPORT 
ON THE 
MAGPIE RIVER HYDROELECTRIC DEVELOPMENT 



JULY 1987 



Prepared by: 

The Northeastern Region 
199 Larch Street 
Sudbury, Ontario 
P3E 5P9 



Copyright Provisions and Restrictions on Copying: 

This Ontario Ministry of the Environment work is protected by Crown copyright 
(unless othenvise indicated), which is held by the Queen's Printer for Ontario. It 
may be reproduced for non-commercial purposes if credit is given and Crown 
copyright is acknowledged. 

It may not be reproduced, in all or in part, for any commercial purpose except 
under a licence from the Queen's Printer for Ontario. 

For information on reproducing Government of Ontario works, please contact 
ServiceOntario Publications at copyrisht(a),ontario.ca 






The purpose of this report is to summarize and review the 
assessment process followed to date, for the Great Lakes 
Power Limited, Magpie River Development; to make known the 
public input received by the government, and to outline the 
process which will continue until the issuance of the final 
Permit to Take Water, scheduled for 1989. 

In 1985, Great Lakes Power Limited proposed a plan to develop 
hydroelectric power on the Magpie River, by constructing 
three water control structures and associated electrical 
generating facilities. The Company prepared an Environmental 
Assessment document with the purpose of evaluating the need 
and the alternatives to the project, identifyinq the 
preferred alternatives and outlining environmental 
consequences and mitigation measures to reduce those 
consequences. 

Although the project was not subject to the Environmental 
Assessment Act, Great Lakes Power Limited, through its 
consultant Acres International Limited, proceeded with 
project planning, using the Environmental Assessment process 
as a planning tool . 



A number of government and public interest committees 
reviewed the Environmental Assessment document and provided 
comments and advice during the process. 

The Environmental Assessment Advisory Committee held public 
meetings In Wawa on September 4 and 5, 1986; Great Lakes 
Power and their consultant. Acres International Limited, 
reported on the findings of their studies and held public 
meetings in Wawa on October 22, 1986. 

After consideration of the Environmental Assessment document, 
public submissions and the advice of the Environmental 
Assessment Advisory Committee, the Minister of the 
Environment announced on March 5, 1987, that the project 
would not be subject to the Environmental Assessment Act. It 
was concluded that the remaining potential environmental 
impacts could be addressed through conditions on the project 
approvals, required from the Ministry of the Environment and 
the Ministry of Natural Resources. 

Draft conditions of approval were presented to the public in 
Wawa on March 31, 1987, by the government ministries which 
have Interests in the project. Issues raised during the 
public meeting and written public comments, which were 
received up to April 21, 1987, were considered. Both the 
Transcript (Attachment 1) and the written comments 
(Attachment 2) ^re provided. 



After review of the public input and further negotiations 
with the Company, conditions of approval were finalized and 
the first permit was issued on June 3, 1987. A summary of 
public input issues and the Crown's response as well as the 
final conditions are appended (Attachments 3 and 4 
respectively). 

The specific conditions prepared by the government agencies 
will be attached to the appropriate permits and other 
approval documents. The timing of issuance of these 
approvals will depend largely on the Company's construction 
schedule. The Ministry of Natural Resources and the Ministry 
of the Environment will monitor compliance with the 
conditions of approval. Should the Company not fulfill all 
conditions, the Ministries have a number of legal recourses 
to remedy the problems. 

The Ministry of Natural Resources addressed a letter of 
understanding to Great Lakes Power Limited regarding the 
Company's commitment to reach agreements with various third 
parties affected by the project. Great Lakes Power Limited 
will be expected to keep the Ministry of Natural Resources 
informed of its success in reaching these agreements. The 
rate at which third party agreements are reached could affect 
subsequent approvals required by the Company to finalize the 
project. 



The public will be kept informed of moniton'na activities on 
this development project through informal public notices 
issued periodically by the Ministry of Natural Resources, 
Wawa District Office and the Ministry of the Environment, 
SauU Ste. Marie District Office. 

Any questions regardinq conditions of approval can be 
addressed through the Regional Director, Sudbury Regional 
Office, Ministry of the Environment or the District Manaqer, 
Wawa District Office, Ministry of Natural Resources. 



Le present rapport a pour ob j et de resumer et d' examiner le 
processus d' evaluation utilise jusqu'a present par Great Lakes 
Power Limited pour son pro jet d ' amenagement de la riviere Magpie; 
de faire part des observations presentees au gouvernement par le 
public et de donner un apergu de la marche a suivre jusqu'a la 
delivrance du permis final de prise d'eau prevue pour 1989. 

En 1985^ Great Lakes Power Limited a presente un proj et de 
construction d'un complexe hydroelectrigue sur la riviere 
Magpie. La compagnie a prepare une evaluation environnementale 
afin d'etudier les besoins et les meilleures solutions possibles 
et d'exposer les repercussions du projet sur 1 ' environnement de 
meme que les mesures permettant de limiter ces repercussions. 

Bien que ce projet ne soit pas assujetti a la Loi sur les 
evaluations environnementales. Great Lakes Power Limited, par 
I'entremise de la firme d' experts-conseils Acres International 
Limited, a utilise le processus d' evaluation environnementale 
pour la planif ication de son projet. 

Un certain nombre de comites gouvernementaux et d'interet 
public ont etudie 1' evaluation environnementale et ont presente 
leurs observations et avis- 
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Le Comite consultatif des evaluations environnementales a tenu des 
audiences pxibligues a Wawa les 4 et 5 septembre 1986; Great Lakes 
Power et Acres International Limited ont fait etat des resultats 
de leurs etudes et ont tenu des audiences publiques a Wawa le 22 
octobre 1986. 

Apres etude de 1' evaluation environnementale, des observations 
du public et des recommandations du Comite consultatif des 
evaluations environnementales, le ministre de 1 ' Environnement a 
annonce le 5 mars 1987 que le pro j et ne serait pas assujetti a 
la Loi sur les evaluations environnementales. II a ete decide 
que les dernieres repercussions du proj et sur 1 ' environnement 
pourraient faire I'objet de conditions prealables aux 
autorisations donnees par les ministeres de 1' Environnement et 
des Richesses naturelles. 

Les ministeres concernes ont presente au public, a Wawa, le 31 
mars 1987, la version preliminaire des conditions d' autorisation. 
On a pris en consideration les questions soulevees a la rencontre 
publique et les observations ecrites presentees par le public et 
reqiues jusqu'au 21 avril 1987, La transcription (annexe 1) et les 
observations ecrites (annexe 2) sont incluses. 
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Apres etude des observations presentees par le public et apres 
negociation avec la compagnie, les conditions d' autorisation ont 
ete parachevees et le premier permis a ete delivre le 3 juin 1987. 
Un resume des questions soulevees par le public et de la reponse 
de la Couronne de meme que les conditions finales apparaissent en 
annexes 3 et 4. 

Les conditions particulieres fixees par les organismes 
gouvernementaux seront jointes aux permis appropriis et aux autres 
documents relatifs a 1 ' autorisation. Le moment de la delivrance 
de ces autorisations dependra en grande partie du calendrier de 
construction de la compagnie. Les ministeres des Richesses 
naturelles et de 1 'Environnement surveilleront le respect des 
conditions d' autorisation. Si la compagnie ne respecte pas toutes 
les conditions, les ministeres disposent de plusleurs fecours 
juridiques afin de remedier a la situation. 

L« ministere des Richesses naturelles a fait parvenir a Great 
Lakes Power Limited une lettre d' entente mentionnant que la 
compagnie s'est engagee a s ' entendre avec divers groupes touches 
par le projet. Great Lakes Power Limited doit informer le 
ministere des Richesses naturelles des ententes conclues. La 
facilite avec laquelle la compagnie conclura ces ententes pourrait 
influencer les autorisations ulterieures qu*elle devra obtenir 
pour parachever le projet. 
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Le public sera informe de la surveillance de ce pro jet au moyen 
d'avis publics non-off iciels pulilies periodiguement par le bureau 
de district de Wawa du ministere des Richesses naturelles et par 
celui de Sault Ste. Marie du ministere de 1 ' Environnement . 

Adresser toute question au sujet des conditions d' autorisation 
au directeur regional du bureau de Sudbury du ministere de 
1 'Environnement ou au chef de district du bureau de Wawa du 
ministere des Richesses naturelles. 



ATTACHMENT 1 

TRANSCRIPT OF THE PUBLIC MEETING 
HELD MARCH 31, 1987 



NOTE RE TRANSCRIPT 

Due to difficulties in transcribing portions of the taped 
proceedings and the fact that some speakers were not 
identified, the reader will find some discontinuity in 
portions of the transcript. Most issues were raised a number 
of times by speakers and in written submissions, so it is not 
expected any issues were overlooked. 

For the sake of completeness of the record of the meeting, 
please forward any omissions you are aware of in the 
transcript to the Ministry of the Environment or the Ministry 
of Natural Resources at the following locations: 



Ministry of Natural Resources 

Wawa District Office 

P.O. Box 1160, Mission Road 

Wawa, Ontario 

POS IKO 

Ministry of the Environment 
Sudbury Regional Office 
199 Larch Street 
Sudbury, Ontario 
P3E 5P9 

Ministry of the Environment 
Sault Ste. Marie District Office 
445 Albert Street East 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario 
P6A 2J9 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS 
ON DRAFT CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 
UP TO APRIL 21. 1987 



ATTACHMENT 3 

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC INPUT ISSUES 
AND 
GOVERNMENT RESPONSE 



ATTACHMENT 4 
CONDITIONS FOR PROJECT APPROVAL 



